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to children" are mainly those reported under headings such as incor- 
rigibility, which probably were capable of analysis into headings such 
as larceny, etc., and would have been so reported in the case of adults. 
It would therefore be erroneous to suppose that the foreign-born 
whites furnish less than their share of juvenile offenders. On the 
contrary, the contrast between the foreign-born and the natives is 
strikingly unfavorable to the foreign-born during the juvenile period. 

Ireland furnished 10% of the foreign-born population and 27% 
of the foreign-born prisoners ; Germany 17% of the foreign-born 
population and 9% of the foreign-born prisoners. Mexico, Ireland, 
and Scotland are worst, in the order named; Switzerland, Germany, 
and Denmark are best, also in order named. 

Native whites with mixed or foreign parents make a somewhat 
worse showing than native whites with native parents, and better than 
foreign-bom whites. 

Marital Condition: The ratios for males and females respectively 
are as follows : 

Males Females 

Single 2,000 199 

Married 531 98 

Widowed 1,037 146 

Divorced 2,380 361 

It might be argued that the high ratios of the "single" are due 
to the fact that they are much younger, but the authors show by means 
of an indirect mode of reasoning that that is not likely to be the case. 
The proportion of single males is inversely proportional to the 
severity of the sentence, so that the conclusion is drawn that single 
men are more likely to commit trivial, but less likely to commit grave 
crimes. 

Literacy: Eight per cent of the population over 15 years of age 
are illiterate. Thirteen per cent of the prisoners and juvenile de- 
linquents are illiterate. 

Occupation: General laborers furnish much more than their 
proportionate share for every kind of offense. Wage-earning females 
are much more likely to be committed than others, especially domestic 
servants. 

Curt Rosenow. 

Juvenile Psychopathic Institute, Chicago. 



Laws Relating to Mothers' Pensions in the United States, 

Canada, Denmark and New Zealand. U. S. Department 

of Labor, Children's Bureau, Bureau Publication No. 63, 

pp. 316. 

This volume which bears the date November 8, 1919, contains a 

compilation of all "Mothers' Pension" laws of whatever variety and 

form in the countries named. In addition, there is an introduction 

which gives a remarkably complete summary of these laws and a 

bibliography of references on "Mothers' Pensions." 
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The "Mothers' Pension" movement dates back to 1911, in which 
year laws were enacted in Missouri and Illinois. In 1919, eight years 
later, laws providing for the relief of dependent children living with 
their mothers had been adopted in thirty-nine states and in Alaska and 
Hawaii. While the purpose underlying all these laws is that of pre- 
venting the breaking up of the home when the support of the natural 
bread winner is removed, the methods adopted to secure this end and 
the conditions under which relief may be granted, differ in the dif- 
ferent states. The condition of receiving aid is uniformly that of 
poverty. In some states, the law applies only to widowed mothers; 
in others, to deserted, divorced, unmarried and even expectant mothers. 
In some states, relief may be given to the guardian or custodian who 
takes the place of the mother. 

The maximum age of the child for whose care allowance is made 
usually corresponds with the age at whjch he may be legally employed. 
The amount of allowance authorized varies from a maximum of $9.00 
per month for each child to whatever amount is necessary to care 
properly for the child. The source of funds may be the State, the 
County, or both the State and County Treasuries. The administrating 
agencies include the Juvenile Court, County Commissioners, Boards of 
Children's Guardians, Local Boards of Child Welfare, Municipal 
Boards of Mothers' Aid, Overseers of the Poor, Unpaid Board of 
Women Trustees, State Agent of the State Treasury, Boards of Edu- 
cation and State Board of Charities. 

Quoting from the summary — "It is apparent from the wide varia- 
tions in these laws and the frequent changes which have been made 
in them that they are still in the experimental stage. The rapid growth 
of the movement in so brief a period of years is indicative of a widely 
held and deeply rooted conviction that home life and a mother's care 
are of such great value to the proper rearing of children that no child 
should be deprived of their benefits on account of poverty alone. But 
the method by which these are to be assured for all children has not 
yet been fully worked out. Some of the most ardent supporters of the 
'Mothers' Pension' laws do not regard them as an ultimate attainment, 
but rather as an intermediate development which will in time, in a 
large measure at least, give place to some more democratic scheme 
of social insurance." 

The publication was prepared to meet an urgent demand for in- 
formation in regard to the subject and it splendidly fills this need. 

Juvenile Court, Chicago. Joseph L. Moss. 



A Functional Interpretation of Human Instincts. By /. R. 
Kantor. Psychological Review, vol. XXVII, No. 1 ; January, 
1920; pp. 50-72. 

This article presents an unusually well thought, thorough statement 
of the human instincts from the functional and behavioristic point of 
view. The author avoids the Scylla of stating instinct as a mystic 
force or potency which somehow drives the individual to serve pur- 
poses he knows not of ; nor does he become engulfed by the Charybdis 



